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Julie Krone  

(1963 - )  
Inducted: 2014     Locale: Eau Claire    Era: Contemporary  

Area(s) of Achievement: Athletics 

Former Thoroughbred jockey Julie Krone is the only woman to ride the winner of a Triple Crown 
event (the 1993 Belmont Stakes), the first woman to win a Breeders’ Cup event (2003 Juvenile 
Fillies), and the first woman to win a million-dollar event (2003 Pacific Classic).  

In 2000, she became the first woman to be honored by election to the Thoroughbred Racing Hall of 
Fame. She also has been inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame, the National Cowgirl Hall 
of Fame, and the Michigan Sports Hall of Fame.  

Krone has been featured on the cover of Sports Illustrated and named one of Time magazine’s top 10 
female sports pioneers. In 1993, Krone was chosen by the ESPN television network as “Professional 
Female Athlete of the Year,” while in 2004, USA Today listed her among the “10 toughest athletes,” 
male or female. David Letterman called Krone “his favorite jockey” on her frequent visits to The Late 
Show, one of many national television appearances that included The Tonight Show, The Today 
Show and Good Morning America.  

Krone retired from racing in 2004 with 3,704 wins and $90 million earned by her more than 21,000 
mounts. Her story has been told in her autobiography Riding for My Life, as well as five books for 
children and young adults. In retirement, Krone has continued to share her love for horses in 
motivational speeches, clinics, and private tutoring, while encouraging young people to follow their 
dreams.  

“I want this to be a lesson to all kids everywhere,” Krone says. “If the stable gate is closed, climb the 
fence.” 


